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.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀƴ 9²[Ωǎ 
approach to prostitution 
and trafficking for sexual 

exploitation 



V ¢ƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ǳƳōǊŜƭƭŀ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ 
associations in the EU 

V tǊƻƳƻǘƛƴƎ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƎŜƴŘŜǊ Ŝǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ 
in Europe 

V Members in all 27 EU member states and 3 
candidate countries, as well as 20 European-
wide associations Ą representing over 2000 
ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴǎ 

The EWL: the democratic voice of 
women at European level 



9²[ мффу Ƴƻǘƛƻƴ ΨtǊƻǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ traffickingΩ 

V Prostitution and trafficking in women constitute a 
ŦǳƴŘŀƳŜƴǘŀƭ Ǿƛƻƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ 

V Prostitution and trafficking in women should not be 
ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳǎ ϦŦƻǊŎŜŘϦ ƻǊ ϦŦǊŜŜά 

V The definition of male violence includes all forms of 
sexual exploitation 

Ą calling for protection of and access to services for 
women, and for education to equality 

The EWL position on prostitution and 
trafficking for sexual exploitation 



9²[ нллм Ƴƻǘƛƻƴ ΨaŀƪŜ ƛǘ ŀ ŎǊƛƳŜ ǘƻ ōǳȅ ǿƻƳŜƴ ƛƴ 
prostitution and develop strong policies against 
ǇƛƳǇƛƴƎΩ 

V Women are victims of a crime and of a system 

V They should not in any way be criminalised 

V Buying sex should be a crime 

V Policies should help women to get out of 
prostitution (financial assistance, education, job 
training, housing and health care) 

V Pimping should be tackled 

The EWL position on prostitution and 
trafficking for sexual exploitation 



Other EWL motions 

V Pornography is a form of male violence against women 

V Zero tolerance towards all forms of prostitution, 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ΨǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΩ ŦƻǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŘƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ 

V Give women victims of trafficking a residence and/or 
work permit, psychological and psychiatric help, the 
opportunity to work and study, and compensation 

V Advertising of sex services should be prohibited 

V Need for prevention to women: education and 
vocational training and information 

 

The EWL position on prostitution and 
trafficking for sexual exploitation 



9²[Ωǎ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴ 

VThe act of engaging in sexual relations for money Ą 
Traditional image of the person in prostitution 

VBut it also implies prostitute-users, procurers and 
networks, the State and society Ą Several actors 
involved Ą System of prostitution 



Trafficking in human beings 

Χ ŜȄƛǎǘǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǇǊƻǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴ ŜȄƛǎǘǎ Υ 

V79% of reported trafficking in human beings is for 
sexual exploitation. 
 

Χ ŜȄƛǎǘǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǇǊƻǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴ Υ 

VThe profits generated during the exploitation of 
victims of sexual exploitation reach US$ 27.8 billion. 
 

UNODC 2009 Global Report on Trafficking in Persons, UNODC Preliminary 
findings of the human trafficking database (2003), Europol Mai 2007 

9²[Ωǎ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘƻ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎƪƛƴƎ 



By tolerating the systems 
of prostitution, we 

support traffickers and 
organized crime. 

 
All forms of prostitution 
are a violation of human 

rights. 

To end trafficking in women, we 
need to end prostitution 



Three-ȅŜŀǊ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ΨbƻǊŘƛŎ-
.ŀƭǘƛŎ bŜǘǿƻǊƪΩ (2005-08), 
with NGOs and government 
agencies  
 

Ą Concrete activities to 
support and assist women 
victims of trafficking for 
sexual exploitation 
 

The EWL position on prostitution and 
sex trafficking 



The links between prostitution and sex trafficking: a 
briefing handbook  (2006, EWL-CATW) 
 
Tools for a gendered approach 
to trafficking for sexual exploitation 
 
Looking at the impact of prostitution 
legislation on the scale of THB 
 

The EWL position on prostitution and 
sex trafficking 



17 out of 27 EU member States 
have ratified the UN 

Convention of 1949 for the 
Suppression of the Traffic in 

Persons and of the 
Exploitation of the 

Prostitution of Others. 
 

What about your 
country? 

tǊƻǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΧ  



EWL abolitionist principles 
 

The prostitution of women and girls constitutes a 
ŦǳƴŘŀƳŜƴǘŀƭ Ǿƛƻƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ and 
a serious form of male violence against women. The 

tolerance of the EU and its member states for the 
system of prostitution allow for ƳŜƴΩǎ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ŀƴŘ 
ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƻǾŜǊ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ōƻŘȅ ŀƴŘ ǎŜȄǳŀƭƛǘȅ, and fuels 

trafficking in women for sexual exploitation. The 
persistence of systems of prostitution in EU member 
states demonstrates the failure at European level to 
ǊŜŀŎƘ ƎŜƴŘŜǊ Ŝǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ. 



9²[Ωǎ ŀōƻƭƛǘƛƻƴƛǎǘ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎΥ 
 

- Prostitution is violence against women 
 - Prostitution is an obstacle to equality 

between women and men 
 - Abolition is a progressive and realistic 

policy project 



Prostitution is always 
violence against women 



VBetween 80 and 95% of persons in prostitution 
have suffered some forms of violence before 
entering the system of prostitution (rape, incest, 
pedophilia) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WǳŘƛǘƘ ¢ǊƛƴǉǳŀǊǘΣ ΨIŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴΩΣ ŀǘ 9²[ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ Řŀȅ Ψ±ƛƻƭŜƴŎŜ 
ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǿƻƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴΥ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎΚΩΣ м 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нлмм 

Violence against women BEFORE 
prostitution 



V73% of women in prostitution report having been 
subjected to physical aggressions while in 
prostitution 

V62% of women in prostitution report having been 
raped 

 
aŜƭƛǎǎŀ CŀǊƭŜȅ Ŝǘ ŀƭΦΣ άtǊƻǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴ  
in five countries: violence and post traumatic  
ǎǘǊŜǎǎ ŘƛǎƻǊŘŜǊέΣ Feminism and Psychology, 8, 1998 

Violence against women DURING 
prostitution 



VWomen in prostitution in London suffer from a 
mortality rate that is 12 times the national average 

 
 
Home Office (2004a). Paying the 
Price: A Consultation Paper  
on Prostitution. London:  
UK Government. 

Violence against women DURING 
prostitution 



Prostitution by essence is a form of violence:  

VProstitution is about having sex against money 
without any desire. In prostitution, someone 
imposes his desire on someone else through 
money. 
VThe repetition of a sexual act  
without any desire is a form of  
violence. 
 

Violence against women DURING 
prostitution 



V68% of women in prostitution meet the criteria for 
Post Traumatic Stress Disorder in the same range 
as victims of torture 

 

aŜƭƛǎǎŀ CŀǊƭŜȅ Ŝǘ ŀƭΦΣ άtǊƻǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴ 

in five countries: violence  

ŀƴŘ Ǉƻǎǘ ǘǊŀǳƳŀǘƛŎ ǎǘǊŜǎǎ ŘƛǎƻǊŘŜǊέΣ  

Feminism and Psychology, 8, 1998 

 

Violence against women AFTER 
prostitution 



Prostitution is an obstacle 
to equality between 

women and men 



Extract from an ad for a strip club in Spain: 

άLŦ ȅƻǳ ǎƭŜŜǇ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ƻŦ ƘŜǊǎΣ ǎƘŜ ǿƻƴΩǘ ǎŀȅ 
anything. She can wait for you twelve hours a day 
ŀƴŘ ōŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΦ {ƘŜ ǿƻƴΩǘ ŀǎƪ ȅƻǳ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŎƻƳŜ 
from, nor with whom. You can ask her anything, she 
ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ǳǇǎŜǘΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǎƘŜΩǎ 
ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ ƴƻ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜΦέ 

The image of women and men in 
prostitution has an impact on all society 



Vά{ƘŜ ƎŀǾŜ ǳǇ ƘŜǊ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǎƘŜ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ Ƴȅ 
ƳƻƴŜȅέ 

 Ą Prostitution is not about sexuality, it is about 
power and domination 

 
Durschlag, R., & Goswami, S. (2008), 
Deconstructing the demand for  
prostitution: Preliminary insights  
from interviews with Chicago men 
who purchase sex. Chicago: Chicago  
Alliance Against Sexual Exploitation. 

Prostitution perpetrates male 
domination and legitimises it 



The tolerance for prostitution trivialises 
the commodification of sex amongst the 

new generations 

VFor 10% of girls and 37% of boys who were 
interviewed, it is normal to receive money or gifts in 
exchange of a blow job 

 Ą Prostitution becomes a model for relations 
between girls and boys 

 

Danish social services, 2008 



VAround 50% of buyers have paid for sex in other 
countries. They cite a variety of reasons for traveling 
to other countries for prostitution, including price, 
variety and exoticism. 

 Ą The system of prostitution uses sexist and racist 
stereotypes and reinforces them 

 
Farley et al., 2009 
Macleod et al., 2008 

The globalisation of prostitution 
legitimises the demand 



The systems of prostitution and 
pornography are intimately linked 

Vά²ŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ǇƻǊƴƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ Ƙŀǎ ǎƘŀǇŜŘ Ƴȅ ǎŜȄǳŀƭ 
ŘŜǎƛǊŜǎέ 

VIn the USA, the states with higher circulation rates 
of pornographic magazines have higher rape rates 

  
Baron & Straus (1984), in Mary Anne 
[ŀȅŘŜƴΣ ΨtƻǊƴƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ ŀƴŘ ±ƛƻƭŜƴŎŜΥ ŀ 
ƴŜǿ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘΩΣ нллф 
  
Farley et al., Men who buy sex, 2009, 
p.7 



VCƻǊ нр҈ ƻŦ ƳŜƴΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƻŦ ΨǊŀǇŜΩ ŦƻǊ ǿƻƳŜƴ ƛƴ 
ǇǊƻǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ΨǊƛŘƛŎǳƭƻǳǎΩΧ 

 
Melissa Farley, Julie Bindel and Jacqueline  
aΦ DƻƭŘƛƴƎΣ άaŜƴ ǿƘƻ ōǳȅ ǎŜȄΦ ²Ƙƻ ǘƘŜȅ  
buy and what they know. A research study  
of 103 men who describe their use of  
trafficked and non-trafficked women  
in prostitution, and their awareness  
ƻŦ ŎƻŜǊŎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜέΣ  
Prostitution Research and Education  
and Eaves, 2009 

The persistence of prostitution seriously 
hinders campaigns against violence 

against women 



Abolition of prostitution is a 
progressive and realistic 

policy project 



¢ƘŜ ŀōƻƭƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǇǊƻǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴΧ 

V... is about pursuing the struggle against all forms of 
violence against women: prostitution is part of the 
historical continuum of male violence against women; 
incest, rape, marital rape are outlawed thanks to 
ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ bDhǎΦ 

 Ą the system of prostitution must be the next step to 
ǎǘƻǇ ƳŜƴΩǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ŀƴŘ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ŀƴŘ ƎƛǊƭǎΩ 
bodies and sexuality 



¢ƘŜ ŀōƻƭƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǇǊƻǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴΧ 

V... is about extracting sexuality and bodies from the 
market: there is no equality in an sexual relation based 
on money, the system of prostitution perpetuates 
ǇŀǘǊƛŀǊŎƘŀƭ ǾƛŜǿǎ ƻƴ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǎŜȄǳŀƭƛǘȅ 

 Ą It is about real sexual freedom! 



¢ƘŜ ŀōƻƭƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǇǊƻǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴΧ 

V... is about deconstructing the liberal discourse about 
choice: 9 out of 10 women in prostitution would like to 
exit the system of prostitution but feel unable to do so 

 Ą We cannot build a project for society by adding 
individuals consents, we can build a strong policy project 
by setting a standard of human dignity for all women 
and girls around the world 

 



¢ƘŜ ŀōƻƭƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǇǊƻǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴΧ 

V... is about changing mentalities and setting clear norms: 
ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ нмst century to buy access to w 
ǿƻƳŀƴΩǎ ƻǊ ŀ ƎƛǊƭΩǎ ōƻŘȅ ŀƴŘ ǎŜȄǳŀƭƛǘȅ 

 Ą ... is about making equality between women and 
men a serious issue and reality! 

 

 



EWL political demands 
 

No repression towards persons in prostitution / No taxation of 
their incomes / Concrete alternatives / Unconditionality in the 

deliverance of residence permits to foreign persons in prostitution 
/ Equal treatment when victims of male violence 

 

aŀƪŜ ƛǘ ŀ ŎǊƛƳŜ ǘƻ ōǳȅ ǎŜȄǳŀƭ ΨǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΩ κ /ŀƳǇŀƛƎƴǎ ƻƴ 
accountability and deterrence towards prostitute-users  

 

 Prevention of prostitution / Education to a respectful sexuality / 
Awareness raising on the reality of prostitution and break 

stereotypes 
 

Condemn all forms of procuring and pimping and refuse its 
decriminalisation / Restitution of all procuring benefits and funds 

 



[ŜǘΩǎ Ǉǳǘ ŀƴ ŜƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳȅǘƘǎ ŀōƻǳǘ 
prostitution!  

VNevada, where procuring is decriminalized, sees 
the highest rates of rape compared to all US states 

 Ą Prostitution is not a solution to rape! 

 

http://www.prostitutionetsociete.fr/p
olitiques-publiques/legislations-
nationales/nevada-les-bordels-
exemplaires-d  

http://www.prostitutionetsociete.fr/politiques-publiques/legislations-nationales/nevada-les-bordels-exemplaires-d
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http://www.prostitutionetsociete.fr/politiques-publiques/legislations-nationales/nevada-les-bordels-exemplaires-d


V43% of men were with friends when they engaged 
with prostitution, 65% had their first experience 
arranged by friends or colleagues 

 Ą Prostitution cannot be justified as the only 
solution for desperate men 

  
!ƴŘŜǊǎƻƴ ϧ hΩ/ƻƴƴŜƭƭ 5ŀǾƛŘǎƻƴΣ 

 2002. Farley et al., 2009 

[ŜǘΩǎ Ǉǳǘ ŀƴ ŜƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳȅǘƘǎ ŀōƻǳǘ 
prostitution!  



VThe average age of entry into prostitution is 13-14 
years 

 Ą How can prostitution be about sexual freedom? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Benson, C. and Matthews, R. (1995), Street prostitution: Ten facts in search 
of a policy in International Journal of Sociology of the Law, Vol. 23, p395-415 

 

[ŜǘΩǎ Ǉǳǘ ŀƴ ŜƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳȅǘƘǎ ŀōƻǳǘ 
prostitution!  



VUp to 95% of women in street prostitution are 
problematic drug users  

 Ą Prostitution has nothing to do with economic 
independence for women 

 
Home Office (2004a).  
Paying the Price: A  
Consultation Paper  
on Prostitution. London:  
UK Government. 

[ŜǘΩǎ Ǉǳǘ ŀƴ ŜƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳȅǘƘǎ ŀōƻǳǘ 
prostitution!  



The work of the EWL and its 
members and partners to 

abolish prostitution in Europe 



EWL campaign  
Ψ¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ŀ 9ǳǊƻǇŜ ŦǊŜŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǇǊƻǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴΩ 

V Film and clip Ψbƻǘ ŦƻǊ ǎŀƭŜΩ όнллсύ 

V Clip ΨCƻǊ ŀ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜΩ ό9²[Σ нлммύ 

V Pledge Ą sign it! 

V Campaign webpages with information and 
resources 

V Postcard 

V Common logo 



V32 EWL member organisations involved in the 
campaign, in 18 countries 

V9 partners in Europe and the USA 

V16 MEPs stating their support to the campaign  

V3 personnalities from the cultural world 

 

Ą Join us! Sign the pledge! 

Ą Become a partner! 

Ą Mobilise your MEPs! 

 

 

  

Abolitionist mobilisation in Europe 



Awareness 
raising in 
Hungary 

Campaign of MONA Foundation:  
ΨL ŀƳ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜΩ όнлмл-11) 



tŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tƻǊǘǳƎǳŜǎŜ tƭŀǘŦƻǊƳ ŦƻǊ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ 
Rights (2011-12) 

Abolitionist mobilisation in Portugal 



Alerting on the links between sport and 
prostitution in France 

CLEF video clip: 
ΨCƻƻǘΣ ǎŜȄ ŀƴŘ ǎǳƴΩ 

(2010) 



How much is 
your ass?  

Your mouth? 
Your genitals? 

 
APRAMP (2008) 

Addressing 
men in 
Spain 



Building 
partnership 
in France 

Awareness raising 
campaign co-organised 

by the City of 
Strasbourg and EWL 

partner Mouvement du 
Nid (2011) 



To find out more: 
www.womenlobby.org 

Thank you! 


